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The despatches from General McClellan give us-

the particulars of* grand battle which took place
on the last day of Maj and the let of Jane, on

the west side of the Chickahominj river. General
MoClellan states that the corps of Generals Bum-
Her, Heintzelman and Keyes had been engaged
.gainst greatly superior numbers, the enemy
taking advantage of a terrible storm, which had
flooded tba valley of the Chickahominy, to attacV,
his troops on the flask. General Casey's division
which was in the first line, gave way unaccounta¬
bly and disunitedly. This caused a temporary
confusion, during which the guns and baggage
were lost; bnt Geneaals Heintielman and Kear
ney most gallantly brought up their troops
which oheckad the enemy. At the same time
hewever, we snceeeded, by great exertion, ii
bringing across Generals Sedgwick's and Richard
son's divisions, which belong to the cotpa of Gen
aral Sumner, who drove back the enemy at th«
point of the bayonet, covering the ground with hi.*
dead. The next morning (Sunday) the enemy at
tempted to rgnew the conflict, but was everywheri
repulsed. Many prisoners were taken, amoD;,
whom were General Pettigrew and Colonel Long
The enemy's loss was oonaidered to be enormou

With the exoeptlon of General Casey's division, th--
men behaved splendidly.

Later despatches, of an unofficial character, re

ceived from the headquarters of the Army of th<
Potomac, say that the importance and dinsctnion.-
.f the victory increase as they are hourly de¬
veloped.
The following correspondence, which, with o r

usual respect for the orders of the War De
partment, we have withheld from the public
will explain many of the preliminary move¬

ments which have heretofore been unknown b)
them, and which have resulted in this gram'
battle and victory. It will be seen that
General McClellau has, while nending along ir
front a brigade or a division as a feeler, ably sup
ported them within striking distance by other*
fresh and vigorous and ready for the flght. As the
.bject has been to some extent attained, and a*

the rebels have felt the force of the blows of those
generals mentioned in this correspondence, there
is nothing contraband uow in its publication. We'
however, still exclude some valuable intelligence,
as the result of the movements has not yet trans¬
pired.
THE PRELIMINARIES OF THE GREAT BATTLE.

Oar IpMtsl Amy Despatches.
Cm cm Robmkt Ifnsrx, i

Hu> flLara onCm. W*. Fmaros Ljb> Plactatwv, V
Wsits House PotvT, va, Mt; 36. i»«a. j

JZof«rt mmd kit IHana.Robert a Spiritual Afriter.Duma
llf*.Iftgro AwMtkm.Ctlmtl Lot's KMato.lU Condi
*v*.Tk» Koprit di Corps of Oemral MeCUUam't Troop <

dc.,de.
Robert Meekum and hie wife Diana are the leading

colored peopi* on thle plantation. Thetr cabin Is the
iargeet of about twenty negro habitations upon Ute ee
tate. It hae a clay frxir, except at the end occupied by
tbe chimney sad flrevUee, where a brick pevement ex
teed* the entire width of the honee. The lower part of
tbe rhlsaney cateade acroea ih« end of tbe building like
wlee, awl ae one sits upon ibi« ample hearth be may eee
a patch or eky through Uw chlmn.y top by looking up¬
ward. 8 < vera) eblldren. grandchildren, and bene an!
eblekens, share tbte eabln with Robert and hi* wife.
Diana is eighty three years old, and waa born and ral«ed
upon tbe plantation. Rbe has never be«n hoy nd It*
bounder lee. Hob rt waa raised in Prince William eoun
ty, ana became the property of Colonel Lee by
hie searrtace with Miss Carter, ef that oounly
aad, en being transferred to this estate, Kobert
snarrtad Dtana, who #as a widow, colonel Lee hi the
owt>er ef eae hundred aad fifty aegroos, about equally
divided between this plantation aad his farm in Prlaee
WiUlsaa
Robert and Plana are reprssealan re chancier*, ko-

bert ie the edi leer «f the "people" ofttw pl*nt»>nn», in
both spiritual aad temporal affair*. He « a Bap* «t, and
hee held religious exereieee la his cabin for many yews
Diana la also pious, and hopeful of a heaven where there
is ne mere bard work. She sai l to me, J' We hab seen a
heap ob aps end dowas, eroaa j» and comn banks, but
¦sy desire is nsto do end." When told tn a tin Yankees
would be vnry likely to kill Maeea Lee, sin rsplle I very
ownplaceotly that "De Lord's will rauet bo doae arto
him."

thena had ever teer' v'n:fwi!s'.s *n'i did nut
know whet tuew ,t i, iU lA, 0V4B k0%rd
ef Weadell Pbii.i^t j . * th^t e eisfi ha*'
been bitfig fw HjltLmg tj^ slaves. and
dla^y remembered ibat bis u > \,

Brown. Ska was asked If the colored folks here
.»«r entertained a bop* of being freed, and replied,
"WaU,I Uab hoar tome My ao; but others aald It would
htk ba. A good many yeara ago da veaaels used to

oomfl up dla yere ribbar and gat a graal deal of timber,
and da captain of MM of dem vaaaala tola ma, when I
waa mourn in1 beeaaeo my daughtar waa aold away, that
I shoold lib to am 4a day wbaa all would be free; bat
it nehber coma.1*
Two daya ago Colonal Ingalla, who haa charge

of tha quartermaster's depertaaent at thla point,
oaaaa to Diana's cabin and directed that her hus¬

band ahould assemble all tha able bodied negroes on

the place and ha would aat them at work for tha United
States. The old woman waa much axe tied, and ex¬

claimed repeatedly, after the Colonel had gone, "Dear

lamb of God! I knew It would come. Now I know I
habgot a Lord and Saviour, and I thank him." Soma of
tha negroee have gone to work In the quartermasters de¬

partment, but moat of them prefer to engage as aerranta
to officers. It seems to ba tbs heighth of their ambition
to biaak a colonel's boots. The negro quartera here
abound In children. One cabin baa flfteen, nearly alike
In age, aad one of the matrons, who appears to be not

more than forty years old, la aald to bo the mother of

twenty-four children.
Diana sayathat the original Custla mansion waa burned

several years ago, and that General Waehington waa

married In It. The preaant building, called the "White

House," waa built upon the briek haaoaent of the former
one. The estate 1a a princely on*. From the bank of
the Pamunkey river it exteada farther than the eye can
see. A level plateau, comprialng some seven hundred
acres, bordered by a aemiclrole of undulating woodlanda,
ii under tillage. That portion oa which wheat la grow¬
ing haa been left unharmed, but the olover, which waa
knee deep and la bloaeom whan wa arrived, has beea de¬
stroyed by our troope who are encamped upon it. It la
a humiliating spectacle for the Southerners to see a

rich plantation, whigh haa bean for aa many yean the
property of the F. T. V. par taceUemce the first family of
Virginia, allied to tha immortal Washington-
trampled upon by Invaders, In tha teeth of those boasting
legions who awore that no Yankee foot ahould profane
tha "aacred soli," and who threatened to carry th« war

Into the Northern States. General McClsllan has taken
every precaution in his power to prevent marauding!
bat the occupation of a country by the bojt behaved
army ia the world neceaaarily Inflicts great injury upon
property. Should Col. Lee return to tha White Hoaae.
'ie would lad his broad acrea of clover trodden Into mud
md dust, aad hia cornfields and orchards showing the
impriata of the iroa heel of war. Tired soldiers camping
upon wet grooad have not aufflciant respect for aeceah
rails to overcome the exlgenctea of the case, when It i*
absolutely neceaaary that Union pota ahould be made to

The country between tkla plana and Chlckahomlny
swamp ta covered with forests, chequered with wheat-
lelda, which would hove aflbrded the ..my excellent
>pportunltlM to haraaa our army should we attempt to
¦march directly to Richmond. The rebela hare wtaely
ietarmlned not to risk the chance# of beta* captured In
detail while playing that fame, and retire b®y0°4
Chickahomtny toward* Richmond, where they will tg"
* akedaddle, according to circumatancaa.
General MoClellan la tally aware of the dlfflcultlee of

his position,and will more with doe eautlon, being de¬
termined to win. He will probably be outnumbered a

Richmond, unless the government should reinforce him
an unnecessary sacriflce of lire may be the conse

cpi oo; but while he Is at the heal of the army the eol-
aura dream of nothing but victory, at whatever coat.

Cam* Na*m tss Chic*anonnrr,May 26,1863.
n CkicJeahominf.Boitom'i Brtdg*.Whal Thef Art
IVKm Compared with Their PofMaritf.A Storm.The
ctii&akewAfter That.The Ifcie Betlom'i Sri <tc-
I,Ike many another famous stream, ancient and modern,

th Chlckahomioy, seen and maaanrad, fUla far behind
th- greatness or Its reputation. Without intentional want
o respeot towarda the things that the Southern confede-
r y seta store by. 1 must yet expceta my opinion that
( e much-named Chlckabomlny river la a delusion, a
h imbug, a "eell." and that It fen't "shucks." Tiber has
d (appointed many; but Tiber is a wide and muddy ditch
a least. Scaraandei^-glorloua In the veraee of thebllndold
.ian glorious now no more.had water enough in It once
., drown tha nymph Enilea. But alas for CUlckahomlny
. disappointod more than theae. It ia neither a wide
i .d muddy ditch, nor hath U enough water to drown ,nyn/mph of my knowledge, except such a nymph as

?phella, or "on* more unfortunate." I did think thore
vaa wrong in the levity of our men, who, through all tho
lays or this onward march, have apoken lightly of It as
heChlcken-and hemlny, and, by a natural transition,
he Hog and-hominy; bat I myaelf waa In error, and
now give my full conaent to have the aforesaid river
I'olied "names." Ev«n the wrelched darkeys of tbii vlci-
dtp are ailed with contempt for U. They will not go
lve hundred yards up or down atrosm in aearch or a
,ridge; bat they Just wade through, and meet them ha.f
. mile away, and you would not know them.
Broadway ia more nearly Impaaaablo any day In
ebruary than the Chlckabomlny was to-day when aomo

egimonu went over. It is aimply a brook that tods Ha
<hJuJy way throngh the wooda, and whose oourao cannot
Se traced In the landscape at any distance rrom It.
Darkeys aay that It baa Oah In It; but I haven't seen
Lhem. Perhaps they are either further uwer rurther
.lown the atream than the point of which I nowapoak,
vhirh ia that whero the river Is Intersected by the
Richmond stage road aDd spanned by Bottom * BriJge.Neither* waa Bottom's Bridge a remarkable affiir,
but a mere country convenience placed beside a

ord to give p^e tha option of going over dry
hod If they wished. It waa probably blown up
»lth aboat a pqpnd aod a half of powder; but
vhy the rebea ahould have waated even thit snnll
imount of the precloua dust I oanmt see; for the de
«ruction of Bottom s Bridge could not possibly detain us
The ab"ve waa written at ten o'clock A. M.,after a

visit to ths stream. Then tha aan ahone brilliantly and
hotly; It waa a eummer day, clear and Intense, and tho
Httlo stream afforded ¦ pleasant refreahmont to the
t.oraes that waded and tha men that washed in It. It is
i;ow three o'olock P. M., and there la n change Since
noon we have had a shower, rather more than heavy.
Vor half an hour the whole apace, from onr little out¬
look, seemed like the face of a caUract. Water
:ell lesa In dropa than ia mssses. By way of
conclusion, our horaea were finely pelted with
lUatones of the average else of hlckorynnU.

Sow everything la atom*, especially the Ch*ckahoml-iy
The little rural stream that wa aaw to-day I# gone.
wMhedaway.no doubt Wa remember It aa a thing that
might have delighted the aonl of Herrlck, or any other
poel very moderately aquatic In sentiment. In truth, It
did find, Itt way plaaaanUy and with a happy murmur
around the roots of the old traaa In thtjeood, and ..8a-

ihan IU moeey batiks to reat her wet feet on. Albeit, It
was not so much like a reat river aa Uke an expreaaion of
Birket Foster's fancy. Bat it Is gone. In Its plaae there
is a wide, disturbed lake, that atretehee up Into the flel.ls
beyond oither bank, muddy and turbulent," but much
more respectable aa aa obstruction than the late Chleka-
hominy river.
Everybody In camp is busy and botateroua Jest now.

The shower Is ovsr and the sun la out. The moo emerge
rrom their little shelter teota, scarooly th« drie-ror the
cover; aad "there are some that leap and some that
danoa.llke troutleta In a pool." Wa enjoy tho showar
now aa a glorious addition to tha landscape, but a raw
minutes ago It waa nearly a desperate matter. Then might
tnquialtive eye, had It glanced through any oae of aeve-
ral chinka in our tent, have oheerve<l a colonel, a ma(or,
a quartermaster, a doctor and a apeolal oorraapondant,
each seated on an ialand of blanket and India rubber,
absorbed In melancholy and Inunaely Interested eon
tomplatkm of aertalo rlvuleu aad pools that
ma e the floor of said tent deep and damp
.a the bed of the laU Chlckabomlny river. But
the waters were aanaged and wa are safa. One Incident
of the storm, boworwr, la worthy ef remembrance. Half
a dosen hailstones fornlahed us with the means to enjoy
whiskey and toe aa comfortably aa It could have been
4<jne at a New York hotel.
* Two hundred men from tho Teath Maaeachneetts and
Thirty-sixth New York r»glmentn, ander command of
I .leeUoant Colonel Daeker, have built a good hridge
which more than eapplles tho place of the brldgo that
wae Rottom'S. At four o'clock P. *. Captain Spauldiag,
of the Fiftieth Nee York rnglment, earae up with a
bridge train and a hundred men, and by nightfall had
attuned the etream with an "Austrian trcalla bridge"
one hv.ndrcd feet in length. Other bridges will donbtleea
be thrown scroes, above and below, wltuout delay, and
the river will be passable ror the whole army at onco.
Two companies or tha Massachusetts Tenth advanced

a few miles beyond the Phi' kahomlny to day following
cose on the hee s of the'reoela as they rotire. It would
n»t b" like 'he Massachusetts boys not to hurry hem a
little. *¦> there was ait en-lunge <M s:>ota, without lose
on 0Jr l ie

Camp Bvou Rksuiuhd, May 90,1803.
fncvienj of the BriUiint Affair at \em Bridge.Heroic
BraUry of the fburth Michigan Repimeiti.Patriotism
t». Brotherly Afeet An Impudent " Stceth" PrU
omcr, &£¦,&., Ac- ^

I said Id a forimr tetter thai moat of our division la
encamped at lidd's Mill. On# brigade ia two mllaa aad
a half distant from ua. Thia ia the brigade, under com-
c namaad of General Morell until hia recent promotion
w acting division commander, to which the Fourth
Michigan regiment, Colonel Woodbury, belongs, who
were the horoea of the aplendid skirmish yesterday at
New Bridge. Tha praiaea of thia regiment are now on

every tongue, and if General Morell ever had reaaon to
be proud of hia brigade he haa every reaaon to be proud
of it now, and ao he ia. He ia congratulated on every
aide for what thia one regiment haa done, and what any
other regiment in the brigade would have done.each
haa been their training aad each their ooplnees and
valor. And the afltir waa a brilliant one. In my ac¬

count of it, which had to be written very hastily to
catch the drat departing mall, I waa obliged to omit
much of intereet. Here la one incident that ahowa the
self-abnegating spirit and earneetneaa of our men in
action. The man Piper, the only one on our aide who
waa killed, has a brother in the aaaae oompaay.
"Your brother has been shot," aaid an offloer, "and If

you want to aee him alive, hurry from here to where
they hare taken him."
"I can't leave here," replied the brother, "I have no

no time bow to look after dying brothers. My country
has the highest elaim on me."
And thia brother continued in the hotteat of the light

during the two honrt It laated. He afterwards aaid that
he had mere than avenged the death of his brother.
"I might have ahot yon half a daaen times," re¬

marked one of the prisoners, after the light, to Colonel
Woodbury.
"Why did*nt your" aaked the Colonel, with that cool-

neaa of manner for which ha ia remarkable.
"I took you to be some damn common mounted order

ly," waa tha reaponae.
The coolness of Colonel Woodbury during the aeUom

aa ala) Lieut. Col. Childs, Major Cole and Adjutant Earle,
cannot ha spoken of in terms of too atrong
commendation. They rode back and forth, giving and
transmitting orders, unheeding the ahower of bullets
that came whiatlteg about their heada. A stray Mlnle
ball paased through one of the reins of the bridle of
Colonel Woodbury's horse. Another ball hit thi breech
of Captain Spalding's revolver, ofcgnpletely shattering the
wood part, but doing no harm, Wpplly, to the owner.

Captain Spalding, it will be remembered, was shot in
front of forktown, in the left ana, and a Mitfeof absence
waa offttred him, which he refused to accepts All the
line officer* behaved gallantly as well as the man. Ford¬
ing and swhnmlng tha Qhtckahomlny, as they did, carry¬
ing their muslaslaaad cartridge boxea aloft in their hands>
and that, too, In face of continuous firing by the enemy,
waa an aet of horoiaai and valet no worda oan portray.
Colonel Woodbury, I may remark In this connection, is
sa modest as he la brave. Hia friends have impor¬
tuned him, so I aa told, time and time again'
to allow hia name to be preaented for a brigadlor
generalship. " If I am promoted at all," his universal
response haa been," it shall not be through political in¬
fluence, but for deserving cqnduct on the field."
Private Prake, of Com]>atqr B, Fourth Michigan regi¬

ment, one of the wounded In the New Bridge engage¬
ment, died to-day from the effects of bis wounds. It ia

thought that Chase, of Conqpany C, reported mortally
wounded In my written account, will not live the day
oat. All the remaining wpiwded are doing well, aa also
the rebel wounded. Thd former are under the oare of
Prk. Clark and Chamhsnaln, and the latter under Drs.
Churchill and West, of the same brigade.the general
medical supervision being In tha hands of Or. Wm. K.
Waters.

Wssr orm CmnunoinirT, May 26,1883.
Over Pare* Vigorwu What of A* R*M*?.Oenerul Mo

ClellM'l Plant.TSe While Oak Swamp,<*c.
I date tills letter as abovs, m It might not be expe¬

dient to give the preelee location or extent of the force
with which lam*t this time, beyond the fact that we
are safely over Bottom's Bridge, end th* anticipated line
of defence on tho Chlckahomtay found not occupied In
force by the rebels. Still the country U such that each
step must be carefully felt, and aa each advance Is made
the greatest care Is necessary to make 11 secure.
General MoClellan has promised " there shall be no

more Bull runs," and he means to keep It. Tbore to, no
doubt j a much larger force opposed te us on the rebel
ride than we can bring against then.
Bat If any considerable portion of our forces ahould

be thrown forward la a manner that the enemy's better
knowledge of tho country wo#ld enable them to flank
It, or open masked batteries and drive them book, a
reaction might occur In the rebel army that would make
them truly formidable.

#
Our people at home must curb their impatience, and

be satisded with the assurance that, as long as General
McClelUm can arrango his own piano, there will be no

peneibUity of any reverse to our vni. He is not a

general to hazard the lives of hto men and the fortunes
of hto army upon a hoidlong dash which, If
sucosMful, to called "brilliant," or, unsmcessul, called,
perhaps, '-heroic devotion" or foolliaidinoss. His plans
are all laid with the utmost precision and certainty, pre¬
ferring to sacrifice the chance of a brilliant atroke to the
certainty of a glorious conclusion.

Generjfl Sickles rejoined hto command on Friday,Just
before they took up their line of maroh from Baltimore
Cross Roads. Hto advent was hailed with the liveliest
enthusiasm, and officers and men cheered till fairly
hoarse. Whatever may be thought of him elsewhere,
he certainly has the hearts of thooo now under hto com¬
mand.
Tho announcement that tho battle of Williamsburg waa

to be faithfully recorded in th# Una »ld of Un 24th was
received with delight by tho division under General
Hoeksr,who, not without reeaon, complain that Justice
has not been done thom and Kearney's troops in the ac
counts so far publishedof the doings of that day.
Since the light they eeem almost to adore their gene¬

rals , and whenever they ride along the lines their ap
pryach to passed from regiment to regiment by tho
heartieot cheering. Notwithstanding their severe loss
at Williamsburg, they are ready for another fight,and,
ir occasion requires, will give aa good an account of tham
selves aa they did on the 6th Inst.
There were a few copies of the Hmuld brought into

camp tbto m«rn»o» ssntalnlng the aocoont of tho
Willilmsbnrg flght. What few were brought here
were up at twenty-live coots, and tho
fortunate pooooooors were offered fifty conti and a dollar
for their copies, with row willing to take even that prioe.
Tho White Oak Swamp proves to bo not so dismally
.'-n* an affair as was generally supposed, it la a
heavily wooded, aadulating ground, with dry fertile
knolls and marahy, swampy low groands, affording snfll
dent hard bottom for n number of bypaths or roads
traversing It In all directions. A steam sawmill la
located near the centre of tho swamp; and. from the
quantity of freah aawduat aad slabs In the vtotnlty, ap-
penrs to have done aa extensive boeinses recently.
The greateat activity prevails all along the lines, and

>t to quite possible that, before this reaches yon, tho
telegraph may announce the advent of the army Into
Richmond or a great battle. A reeling of oertalnty of
surosso pervades tho whole army.offloers and men-nod
the army to in the bast of condition for a light.

* CmcsAiiojnw, May 27, ISM.
An Important IMS* ftss< Tht fltbtl /We< <n IkU ft

cinity, 4e.,<*e.
In an abandoned camp of the enemy, near which one

of our regiments rested, tke followins letter wss fonnd.
torn In fragments. As It must have been written near the
place whs s It was round. It wsa perhaps never posted-
Doubtless the camp at which It la dated Is the one in
which ws found It, and lbs "hundred thousand" It
apeaks oT must thererore be In rront or us. However
anxiously they awaited us, thsy ton very quickly whsn
ws came

c^nr Hnta Bicsarown, Va., May 18. IM2.
Mies Manv Elisia.s Ifirr Faimnv.I received a letterfrom yon a short time ago; It adbrded me grate pleasure.I would have written you before, but we were expectinga bit lite hears, and thought I would wate untlll to come

off But It don't look like It will evor como. We have
bad another one or those long marcheo. Old Johnston
tell back from Yorktown In order to pet U>» enemy outfrom their gunboats so ws could firs them s good drubbine. They follored us awhile and ha-1 several little
Bios In which ws wera successful. Tho flu at Wll-llamshurg wm a good big one. Our men foughtwell and gained the day. The enemy a to*» was.al"Ut thrt'ub.e that of ours. We hare taken our
stand and ara awayting very anxiously flr the
enemy to attack us. We are anxious tor the nte to comeoff for we are about on* hundred .ho iut ui strong nod
think we co whip the wb'!. Ynukey army. We had
a pretty t. a time on onr march. Bid weather, not
moot to eats and a Uu., jf hsrj mi ching to d»w. Ws
got nothing to eat fr >m e* evening until th next evin-
I d and vliu #/. did S<**'t was two ye*rs of co*n to t'.ieme-'s We t,f.< rt, and fwl to git It. Vo» withstanding
we fai-e»« lei'liy tho b->v^ ar^ all in hotter si Irlts I
1 ever siw them Have »ir»ng h>p» of suceobS.
have about as many f-cik mop *ff mw as
h.tro had »u u it of oir rtcru

ar* off sick sad MvrU others: and we heard
this morning that John Cos rrona Clinton was
daad. but don't know whether It i* ao or not
ao. Hope U la not ao. Wa have a fine time cooking
new. We bake our bread on board and broil our meat
as the eoala.that la when we get meal aud meat to
oook. Too umke oTthe iMlto pudding fou bad Mr
dinar the day you wrote me. With I had of bin with
you, but co«ld not. 1 duaed want to say anythink aboot
potato budding for it Is two good to talk about. Miss Mary
I will olooe for the present aa I have not time to write
more. Will write again soon I hope yon will writ* soon
and often. Don't wait for me to write for one-half of our
letters don't git to you all. My bsst regards to Mr. and
Mrs. Stephens, and the balance of the family. Your

friend, F. J. SMITH.
"K. J. Smith'*" estimate of their numbers may be

taken with some grains of allowance, as the army that
Bed before us sums to hare divided and crossed the
Chickahominy at different points. It does appear pro¬
bable, however, that the question whether or no to

light at this point was In dsbato with the enemy's gene¬
rals. Aooordiag to a resident of this neighborhood, a

large body of rebels were drawn op In lino of battle
near oar present camp, on Saturday, May 10, whiah waa

the first day of their appearance her*. They remalued
in poeitlon from ton A. M. till night, and then camped in
the woods near. General Johnston was with this body.
Smith was also there, aa well aa Stuart, and Ma-

gruder oame as a visitor, or perhaps to a

consultation.(Ills body servant, who deserted
hiss, and is now In this neighborhood, says that his maa-
tsr told the other generals thai "they might aa well sur¬

render hor* aa anywhen, and that thay muat surrender
soon.") On Tuesday, May IS, these generals,(or rather
Gen. Johnston, at Crump's boose, was visited by Presi¬
dent Davis, accompanied by Gen. Robert K. Lee. Mr.
Davis arrived at Crump's house near night and left be¬
fore light the next day. On Thursday this whole force
went on across the Chickahominy.

Another Storm.The Satagtt of War.Poor nrgMo.
The Hank of Generals Cbwdk and Csusy's Divisions.
Their Camping Oround, <Ce.
Monday afternoon a heavy northeast storm set la, and

the rain fell steadily till a late hour yesterday morning,
rendering the roads through this miserable soil almost
Impassable, and It must retard the progress of the army
to a considerable extent. Still the word is onward, and
all dlOoottisB will be surmounted, although tlms Is neces*
sary toovercome them in a manner to render success
certain. The sun Is bright and warm this morning, aad
will soon dry the roads again and render them lit fsr
travel. The next advanoe mad* by the army will be
'nto Richmond, aad you may aspect at any moment to
hear of our being In possession**that city. A heavy firing
was.heard on ths right yesterday,but the cause or precise
locality is not known to as. Sams cos of the numerous

corespondents of ths Hbbald will, a* doubt, b* there to
give you an account of the afllalr.
This portion of the army Is passing through a ssettoe

of Virginia which has not before been traverssd by ths
troops of either army, andJLhe contrast is most striking.
For almost the first time slnor entering th* Stat* this
army has sson cultivated fields. Igere the corn is plant¬
ed aad ready for the hoe. The wheat, gr**n and luxu¬
riant, Is just heading out, with p-omlsea of aa excellent
crop; the clover fields, dressed in their gayest bloom,
and .verything wearing the appearance of quiet aad
peaoe. How In contrast with ths appearance of lb* lower
portion of the peaiosula!.thore the fences gone, tit* fields
laid wast*, cultivation suspended, (be houses dilapidated,
the gardens overrun and desolation written on every hand.
Truly has Virginia suffered for her perfidy to the
Union. Long years of toil will be neoe^ary to restore
the sgrlcultural condition of the State, regardless of the
financial, moral and political aspect ofher affairs.
The blind seal with which bar citisens now sustain a

cans* against which, when submitted to them, they
protested at the ballot box, seems incredible; but there
Is no denying the tact, the greater portion of the
p*opl* are doggedly devoted to the cause; and, when
pressed for a reason, oaa only find some miserable
tale of what the Yankee* intended to do to them had
they remained in the Union. Many of the** stories are
so absurd that a decently intelligent contraband would
blush to be charged with being the author.
Upon the passage of the Chickahominy river on Friday,

May S3, General Couch's splendid division* wa* In ad¬
vance. Nearly a mile beyond tb* river th* Richmond
road turns very suddenly id tb* north, and th* Charles
City road runs away from It In a Marly opposite diree-
tijn. As this latter road ran in to th* rear of our ad¬
vance on ute other, it was necessary to guard It. and Gen
Couch was sent down and encamped on It at abiut a mile
from the junction, and General Casey's division following
behind,rested st the Junction and almost on ths Rich¬
mond road. General Couch thus lost, to th* Intense
chagrin of hi* whole divisln, th* advance which he had
so recently gained and which he so well deserved to have;
for, when the corps again moved It was not counter¬
marched, but tnovod on the Rlohmond road In th* order
iu which it had lain, with General Casey'* division first.
This latter^narch was begun on Sunday, at ten A.M.,
and It was intended to halt at the Seven Pine*, a point
within seve^miles of Kiahmond; bat, owing te the na*
ture of the country this ioteatiSn was relln-iufetied, and
the advance encimpel a mile or more short of ths
Pinee, and made itsolf comfortable for th*' Bight.
Th* position in which the cirps now rested waa a very

pleasanfone. To the left of the road was an extensive
and dry pine forest. In this Casey's troops were encamp¬
ed. On bis front was an open plain, a mile In extent in
the direction of the road, and about half a mile wide In
the other direction. On the sld* opposite from the road
this plain wss bounded by another thick wood, aad be"
hind this wood, to the loft of General Casey, lay General
Couch's division.

AcaoflS na CawxiBOxnrr, May 28, IMS.

Arr.mgomenU war* begun is soon u the corps rosted
to carry out further ordera, which were that the raeu
sbouM bave thjgc 4*7*' rations la their haversacks at
a'Ttlmp?, anTthat all wigon* and superfluous baggage
should be sent beyond the Chlekabomlny. It »m evl.
deut that we wero to march from this camp to battle-
that Is If there was to be a battle.and with this cwitlo¬
tion sll lay down to aloep. .'
On Moc4ay, at aa earl y hoar, wonl came Id froth the

pickets In front that the«neoiy were advancing in force
on the Rlchmoud,road. All-was In readlnea* and expjc-
tit ion. One br%a^e of Casey'a division was sent for¬
ward to meet them, and the remainder of that division
and all of Couch'* were held In readiness to move at a
m< ment's notice. Bat It wm a false aiarm. The brigado
that went forward la inch gay good humor found no
one and returned. Later, Gon. Casey's a hole division
was moved forward two miles farther on the road to.
wards Richmond. Gell. OotMh'p division was then set to
work with intrenching tools in larg) details, and that
night and the neit day (Tuesday; completed a line Of
rifle pita all along the front of Geo. Casey's late camps,and also constructed several redoubts for cannon. Tbea*
works made the position a strong ooe; but they were con¬
structed more for their moral than material effect. With
full confidence la thair man our gsnerals yet wisely son-
sidered the chances of the present advaaos aa at best no
more than even; they gave the foe fall credit for his oou
rags and mad* their arrangements acoordlngly. If das-
pits that thsy should succeed, very well;bat in esse of
rsvsrss they had something to fail haok on sad give
them breath to gs forward onos egaln. la ths same
view intreaebmente were thrown np near General Gft
sey 1 position. On Tossday also thros reconnotssanoss
were made.om by General Nsglee, with thrss squad¬
rons of cavalry, on the cross road that ruas from ths
stage road to the New Bridge road, another by ColonelGregg, with four squadrons of cavalry, on a by roadtoward Richmond; and another, with eavalry and in¬fantry, to support an engineer sent over by General Mc-Clellan to examine the Richmond stage road.

CwcKAnowi*T, Key 39,1843.
AQtneral Early.Dr. Brown. 4c.

This morning si saniise there was s skirmish on ths
Richmond road, within four miles of Richmond, between
our advanoe pickets aad a party of the enemy, thrown
oat, apparently, to rssonnoMre. The enemy's party num¬
bered thrss hundred, sad was composed at a detail of
fifty men each from ths Fifth sod Twenty-third North
Carollns, the Twenty-fourth and Thirtieth Virginia, and
the Second Florida regiments, and fifty from ths Seoond
Mississippi battattoa. They advanced oader oarer of the
woods and drove In our outer plekets, bat ware driven
off by ths supports without difficulty.
Our loss wss severe for to smalt a matter. M^Jc* John

K. Keeley, of Ike Ninety-sixth New York,wm killed, sad
alana private of ths seas regiment. Several of ths
enemy's men were M, aad ooe left ea ths field was
brought in; be will probably dis before night. From
Mm we Iears that Early's brigade.the brigade beaten
by FUnooek at Willlamsturg.is encamped near us, and
thatGsasral Early has recovered from his wound and is
in command.
This corps advaneed twe miles to-day.
Dr. Joseph B. Brewn, lately Medical Director of the

goiirth corps, has been transferred to Franklin's oori».
lie Is succeeded by Dr. Frsnk Hamilton.

Caae Wh'ik Oar, May SO, 1802.
On. Catty'I DMrtm H'.furr FlgH.TH* Btcl inr Brt-

gad*, i/\
Cusev's division is within *ven sad a balf nils*

of the city of Riebraond. On th* list of May ***
Seventh Ma*s*chu*tte r*gtm*nt *u ordered to orow th*
Chit kahomlay, and on* oompujr >u detailed for *klr-

miahtng. The rebel faroaa under Magruder war* atta*k-
md ^,.T TT.t.|T. |L>(.

the* Itay aaad* a atend. On Saturday, ll» 94th, in-
otbar engagement tank plac* n*ar White Oak Swamp.
G«naral Nagiae took part In tbla affair, but *ur dlrtalon
WM ,w# ¦*" 1» Un raar at tha lima of tha content-
Th* Tenth Massachusetts waa ordered to tha 11*14;
atoo Thirty-sixth regiment of Now York.
Ttar* waa vwry heavy firing tbla afternoon at about

one o'clock on our right. Oaoeral Naglee, It appear*, la
likely to hav* a v*ry lively time of It. We are fully the
distance of two miiaa from th* firing, which waa very
heavy Indeed, w* are expecting to mov* every minute.
Tbo rebate ar* trying to br*ak through th* right wing
and come down on tha railroad track. Thia railway ap¬
pear* to be their great fighting plan*, *a they hav* mad*
two attack* before along the track, but hav* always b**a
beaten. Magla* la doing wall.
In th* battl* of Williamsburg, th* first regiment of the

Kxcelalor brigade (Seventieth regiment New Tork Volun-
t«i) lost In kil)*d and wounded twMity.two of lta ton
missioned offlcara and over thr** hundred of lta non¬
commissioned officer* and private*. Of these nine
c*mmls*lon*d officers were kilted and ov*r on* handr*d
non-commissioned offlcara and privates war* buried on

the field, it is du* to th*** soldters, commissioned and
non-commissioned, that th* story of their trial and con¬

stancy should b* told.
It is pr*-*minantly do* to th* offloars who dted cofthat

fiold, beoau** a r*gimant la good or bad, uaeful or other-
wlse, according as It Is disciplined and Instructed
by Its officsrs. Th* devotion of thos* offlo*ra to
their fiutte* tad mad* th*m amang th* as*

accomplished, regular or volunteer, to th* servio*; and
th* fruit of ttalr labor was a regiment Of which they
wer* proud, which did honor to th*m, to itaalf and to
th* army. That tta story shonld ta told te also due to
th* rank and fil*, who with patiano* submitted to th*
moat sever* dlaclplin* and labor, in strong contrast to
much of th* army, haltering that by such submission
they would beoome better soldiers, and hatter **rv* the
gr*at causa In which they ware *ngag*d.Bow thtir hop**
were v*rlfled, how well their dtecipUn* **rv*d' th*m in
the boor of trial, and enabled them to rival the devoted
valor of the best troops of ancient and moder^ times,
shall now be told. When the division ofGeneral(Uwker,
opposite Williamsburg, found Itself engaged iMth an

overwhelming force ef th* rsb*ls, by Whom
vigorous attempt was made to outflank it,
. First Excelsior regiment, New Tork, Oolonal

William Dwlght, Jr.", was ordered (0 -take up
nod bold a position In th* thr**ten*d flank. This r*ji
m*nt ra||*v*d th* Third regiment of the sains brigade,
and took up a position wh*r* It waa partially protected
by soms foiled timber. Hardly had the regiment got
Into line when Colonel Dwlght saw a regiment In line of
battl* within sixty yards of him. H* was abont to order
his regiment to fire, when one of his offloers said, " T1"'
Is one of onr own regiments." Colonel Dwlght hesitated
for » moment, knowing that Patterson's brigade tad
taken a poaitlon earlier in the day to the left of his own,
and fearing a mistake. The Colonel of the rebel regi
ment, for so it was, oalted out, ««Show your colors."
This Colonel Dwlght did not do. " Is that the ..
regiment," said the rebel Colonel. Then Colonel
Dsrtght ordered his colors to ta displayed,
lbs ra\>el Colonel thon *xolaim*d, "You ar*

prteonors." A partial volley from th* ratal regiment
settled the doubt, and at once Colonel Dwlght opened >»*¦

Are. His regiment was armed with the smooth bore
musket, loaded with buck and ball, and their fire, at this
short rang*, was vary deatructlv*. 80 much so, that the
Are of this, the first rebel regiment enooonterad, was
almost silenced by a few volleys from Colon*l Dwlght's
r*glm*nt.
Th* rebels, however, Immediately ratnforrad it with

two regiments in front of Cotami Dwlght. Though this
fore* was la front, It soon becam* *vld*ut *>"» a for**
eqtully Urg* was on th* right flank of th* First Excelsior,
and then waa explained the ratal demand that tte color*
b* shown, and th* ratal convene* that without a shot
the First* Excelsior was * regiment of prisoners.
Ai the ammunition of Col. Dwlght'* r*glm*nt

h*ld out, h is msn, ly!n|dowu pr?t«otln£tb*ms*lve* as
far as p*salb!e by the timber, maintains"! their ir4.
Their rank*, however, were rapidly thinned. The orders
were to hold that poaitlon, and that position tbeytald.
Thay could bear the rebel volleys far beyond ttam on
their teft turning th* position. Th* Ar* of th* «n*my
steadily maintained from threanrsssss regiments In their
front and on ttair right, Is described as continuous, de¬
structive and sweeping. The constant whir* of bullets
waaliks the flight of some vast flock of birds of prey.
Still, the constancy of the First Excelsior raglment stoo 1
Arm. That position was a ksy, and a key fo their peep¬
ing. The brave Capitis Wijterd.of ansttar regiment,
same up to Colonel Dwtghfc and said te him, "No men
can stand tbla Ore." "I am ordered to hold this position,"
said Colonel Dwlght, "and, bosldes, retreat is Impossible
wo saltan annihilation." "But," said the Captain, and at
tbo moment a WaUj-a.-sod through bis bead and the ssl,"
tenc* was unspoken. 11$ was dead. The gallant Major
Stevens, of th* Third regiment Excelsior brigade, at this
time addressed Col. Dwlght, to know what h* thought of
tt* praltl *» and proep*cts. Col. Dwlght told him ttat
ho should stay ther*, and that ho must r*ly on Gener j1
Hooker's saving him by clearing hi* l*f». To th* adju
tent, who was going at tbls mom**t ta Inform the brl.
gad* commander of tb* condition things, tbo gallant
MiOor said,/' Toil Colonel Taylor w* will all dl« her* or

hold the position."
Colocel Dwlght wa3 bofof thin time himself wounded

In tho thigh. CoISSel Fan...::
the field wounded in both thigh". Captain O'Rollly had
died gallantly early in the 'action. Captain Brur.n had
died fighting with extraordinary resolution, and many
other officer* were woundod.

Captain Bugbee, than whom a more heroic (oldler
never breathed, now came to Colonel Dwight And larorm-
ed him of the small quantity of ammunition yet remain¬
ing, af the Increasing numbers of the rebel*, and sj oke.
also, of the frequency with which tho rol»el regiments
were relieved. Colonel Dwight acknowledged the facts.
and Captain Bugbee went t« his own post, well knowing
that there he must die, and at that post he met his fate
nobly.
At this time e»ery officer seemed a hero; but dUtln

guUhed for their dauntless bearing were Captain*
Price and Bugbee, Lieutenants Zeigler, Miller, Howe,
Nelson, Ilayner, Levlek and Stevens. And many
a tale of gallantry could be told of the
noncommissioned, from a resolute sergeant who
fought nobly, to the private who went for the rebel flag,
and died with his hand on it; and the regimental black¬
smith, who fonght as If made of iron, and came out of
the flra as unharmed as his own forge.
Durtng this unequal contest Colooei Dwight endeavor¬

ed, and, with temporary success, to check the enemy's
Are. He ordered twenty men from each company to
aprlng from their position, and the regiment to cheer
and shout loudly, directing the men who sprang forward
to halt and lis down after advancing a few paoea. Im¬
mediately the rebel line wavered, and their Are ceased,
and the regiment had a short rsllsf from their unceasing
and deadly volleys. This lasted only for a
few momenu, when It was resumed. The
shout and advanoe answered Its purpose,
however, which was to gain time, and it waa long before
the rebels regained the whole of their lost ground and
so sorely,pressed the devoted regiment. It Is, howevsn
quits an Instructlvs lesson of ths significance of Yankee
eheers to the rebel mind, even when It Is intoxicated
by apparent superiority. The ammunition of his men
was exhausted. "Take what ammunition yon can from
the dead and wounded; then ftx your bayonets sad lie
down," waa the order. This waa done. At last, and
just about at the moment when the reinforcements ar¬
rived, an order earne from (he brigade comman¬
der to retreat. Colonel Dwight, as he turned
his head, saw that ths lias, whloh had bean so
long maintained by eonstant personal prssenoe and
the devotion of his officers and men, had re-
oeivsd ths order from another messenger from the
brigade commander,and that the right sf his line waa
retreating. He saw, toe, that some of his mea, under
the order to retreat, had turned their basks to the ene¬
my. Fearing a panic and a disorderly retreat, be sprang
up before the line and said, "fall back,slowly, with your
facts to the enemy, la good order." Be had hardly
spoken when two balls strnck him; one cut his forehead,
the other wounded his groin ssvsrsly. lie fall, stunned
and blinded by the flow of blood from his head. The
First KxceMor regiment withdrew under a galling tire.
The rociment, It la said, withdraw. But how? In the
morning, through a long and muddy read, It had tolled,
eight hundred mea, towards Ihe scene of lis trial and
glory. For two long hours It had held mauy told
it, n'rnbera m chock. In the evening It mo ed out fro-n
tb« si. imy's fire with empty cartridge boxo and fi»«d
bayonets, numbering less than fonr hundred effective
m«n. Two of Its Held officers and 1 wsnty of Its company
Officers bad failsa. As this broken but unconouered

band marched by General Helntzelman to the r«r, th*
General and his staff uncovered (heir bead*, and be bade
bia command give nine cheers far the First Exeelal-t
regiment. "Soldiers,"aald General Helntzelman,"when
yau took th* lame of th* Vint Kxcelslor regiment you
had done nothing to diasm *; bow 70a bar* won it.'*
A brave soldier's reoognltion of bravery. The
rebel pursuit swept ov*r Colonel Dwlgbt, wbo waa left
far dead. When be waa again conscious bo waa la
rebel bands. So ware many or tbe wounded of bis
regiment and of General Hooker's division. All thus
captured were taken to the rebel hospital at Williams-
burg, and, as Tar as poaalblo, their wounds kindly oared
for by rebel surgeons. Nest morning, as the rebels
were leaving Williamsburg, the surgeon said to Colon*
Dwlght:."Tour wounds will suffer from tbe removal,
but you mast go with us, unless you givs your parol*
the ambulaooe la at tbe door." "In that case I give yon
my parole," waa tbe answer. He was left with ths
other wounded, and hi a short time received a oorjllal
greeting from on* of General Heintze'man's staff. Ths
General also visited him immediately, and General
MoCleUan himeeif soon same to hiss, and, taking him by
the hand, aald, "Colonel, I thank yoa and yoar regiment
for your gallant and heroic conduct."
Thar* Is nothing to add to this story, save the state-

meet that Colonel Dwlght's wounds ar* now doing w*U
under the ear* of friseda at Washington.

It may be justly claimed for Colonel Dwlgbt and tbe
First Excelsior regiment, which hocommanded, that th*y
"did meat signal service In as hardTa fought field as waa
everknown tp this country at least,^ "More so," qays a
brave general, who commanded a brigade on that fcca-
cloo,and wbo we hav* already quoted, "than perbapa
will *rer be known accept by those who participated la
that savage battle." ,?
Cbmpoeed ofoompanlee from Maasaohosetts,Hew York

Kew Jersey, Pennsylvania and Michigan, tbe First Kxdel¬
eter regiment belongs to tte country and Its fiuns U
theirs. This simple reoorfof their trial and of th*lroM<
duct is, perhaps, worthy to be known and 10 be remem
bond by tk* Stites from which th*y c^soe.

OPERATIONS OF THE 6UNBQATS.
Our Ravftl Cor*eepa»dewo*.
bmao Statw BrmAMmSMnwo 1ClTT PO»Tf, J**a RIVJT, , May w,l8#a"'

DtffV/W Sctfum m Sam* Ki**-An p^\¦iatitm and it* PrivaU ***«*-* fiCELJSIBaOert-Tkt PUd at Anckcr-BAd W*""
Catting.Untdm »» PstoritoHH?*** ami
VettUuiion in Thai City, de.,dt>. )
Yesterday ereatog «» UUnd Belle, Ooeur demandStepping Stones MB aloagaide the Mlnn*joU, fiagshlp,

and took la a quaaflty of.tor*, after they pro-
cabled up the Jam* rim in the «rder ¦»«*d .ad
anchored ft little .bore Newport'. New. tUlmornlnr
At four o'clock we weighed anchor aad °p |j*rirer, in theiaroe orter la which wa^effr but *
Cobut de IJon U very flow, we toon pgaaed her,,

^

during the passage tip we had to atooken spood
to arol* toartog her out of sight, the
still renaming ahead. At aoma dtotaaoe abore Nrr-
port'f N*a we ftrrived oppoelt* ft tjWfjJK bj4been ereOUd by the rabeto, but 0T,r *h*2^ Stria w« now wring. <*otto«u*
« our oonrM W. arrlrad * Jemeelown Wan-,
where the .gunboat Port^wm'ting,«ndft^r»boat from her had communicated wjth us we!T«wiw«. ¦»"»«-«""T
and the mo*t delightful scenery oftme In rtow. Vart
Hold* ofgrowin*^heat i ftltarnat*d with^woodland ftnd lerel ground, pr. way ^lgh^ks,overhanging the rlr.r on either aide, while toe .atir.
eountry partoofc of an undulating
reap jctable farm houaee wore paasod, aa wore aM
comfortable prirftte reaidenceo; but thore were no into-
cations of thaae sumptuous mansions aad imposing
edifice* that wo hare been Uaght to
the fsudftl appanage* of the £.£££cavaliers of England, from whom the T. T. ?.* claim toZSSST*^* ¦«« '"«. ^was odo belonging to ft Mr. Alloa, situated oa«hs right
bank or the rirer, some miles abor* Jamestown- Ibis
gentleman's farm Is » extenslre tbat ho h»a .

private railroad, with steam power on It, by
IM ipney cf jblch his produce »¦"*"£!!
to one common centre noa? tbl Wharf, roadp
for shipment, while on tbo "J^vTthere is, or waa^apwmlll, by which his wood is sawed
up, split and made ready for the Northern market^ How
far secession has Interfered with thoee com.ortablo aad
enterprialng arrangements I am uuprepar^to say, but
oartainlr Mr. Allen's fields took as green aad flourishing

MMAMZ.O.IM """"M
tread. On the whole, while the charms of nature cm
the beaks of the James rirer are undeniable, we took tnZ* for thoM evidences of high clriltoatloa whtob
crowd the bftnks of the Hudson. -

Pursuing our course, aad passing several places wlwre
white flags wore flying, and erea
white* aad blacks, we came upon a formidable
Hon at a sudden bend of the rirer, where "
cn atderably, ft few mltos betow this ptoae. Down*
the rirer was ft water battery where eight had
been eridently mounted, and Immadiatoly above,
tgceaded by wooden stairs, was anotoar,
seroral more gun*; bet U»« gene were all taken away
and we were allowed to paas la peace.
A few mile* farther np brought us to City Polnl, wjwr*

we found tho Wachusett, the Aroostook and »hc Monitor,
ve«r*if-of war. lying. Tho Galena Is a lUtle way ftbore.^fcctdruVuiTr'by.iad to
down. A couple of schooners, besides Uie*o,
tb9 of our *4 i j#From one of tho schooocr* th* Island Bella. Steppingm£3*nT&»Jr do'Lion h*re receded sareralAeet
of boiler Iron, to protect their pilot bouse* Trom mua

katiy, from which ! gather that we are to be amployed
to rec rnoissanres in she*! water, for which our light
draught, Knot oar lUYulnerabillty.fltsua.
^liortly afw we reached here ft trala of oars arrlrod

at tbo City Point depot from Petersburg. Immediately ft«;isa u.i.1.1a.

The boat made a aecond trip, but I harO »ot beOft ». *4
'earn the nature of tbo communleatioa. tt to said that
these digs of truce are of orery day occurreaae.
Place writing the foregotag I hare been oa board the

Wachusett aad had aa lnterrtow with Captain Smith, tbo
commanding officer of the squadron on thlsrtrcr. last
evening two deserters from tho rebels embraced the op¬
portunity while on picket guard to desert and go oo
board the Wachusett. They say they wore long waiting
ror an opportunity, aa are a great number of others. Ia
fact they know fire hundred men to Petersburg who are
ready to leare thereU raaka, bat to* Impo^bUityef
.o ma .y man deaertlng ta a body without being Immodl-
ateiy missed aad captured by a superior foroe pi*twits
them. The people, too, eatertala Union seotltnaol* to
an extent not generally suspected; but fts each dlatruats
his neighbor, aU »r* fearful of speaking first.
The deserters glr* a f**rful account of the ecarclty oi

prorlslons la P*t*raburg aad Blchmoad. In the latter
city flour rooe to one day from aerea to ten dollars abar
rei with a rapidly upward teodeaey. Almoat everybody
wbo could pt away waa toartog to the grraUet oca-

^Thare^earaed,*though not from Captain Smith, that
the three reeoela 1 bar* alr*ady named aa baring com*
up here to-day are to reconnoitre the Chlck^omlay and
tho Appatomo* rlrers. I suppose we will be seat a
the former, la either case we must prepare far a fu-
altode; but, disagreeable as this a»ay bo, II to fftr better
than carrying hay and horses.

It waa erroneously stated to the newspapers that tbo
officers and boat's crew from the Wachusett that wore
.red Into by the rebels some daya ago bad a flag of trnoe
flying from their boat at the time. Thla Is aa error, aa |
lMra from an officer of the Wachusett. The surgeon en
board Ifiat reseel waa aaked to go on shore to r Islt a sick
peraoa. He consented, and as the boat waa on aa errand
of mercy, which, It was erroaoously thought, waa
generally underatood on shore, the white flag wss omit-
ted. Hence the firing Into the boat and toe lameotabto
reaulta.killing, woundtog and eapturlag. It la right ta
giro eren tho devil his due; and, therefore, If there ara
any rebels wbo can be exculpated from say Mrther in-
famy than simple rebellion, they ought to hare tho beae-
flt of tbo whit*washing, such aa It la.

r*mro Sraras Hraswan fCrrr I'oiirr, Jambs Hivsa, *.-. ""T
,A RertmnniHano.Drfant Artion* Pf Jl** .. .Receive, a Volte, of "**

Bvthv hnri, 'Tt.She fUptU* <md <»****»»«***, 4c.
The Stopfiiag Stone* and the C®ur de Mon hare Justreined from a reconnolssanc. a short distance up tba

App,trmua r.rar, a narrow stream that runs pwtPe-Ur5h rg ond rmptle* It'olf Into th* James rirer imme-

'Cs^^iok Iho load., dtosoly followed bp
h.r renVit, » enable her to do wktoh wo slackoaedaismvnlW^fftblr. A llOTt dtttance from th* moutb


